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TlIKEllAli  ^EUMOK 


PSALM  Lxxxvm.  18. 

Lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far   from  me^  and    mmt 
acquaintance  into  darkness. 

THE  deepest  mourner  may  speak  of  his  sorest  and  mo^t 
painful  bereavement  without  a  murmuring  thought,  or  re»- 
bellious  sigh.  He  should  not  look  on  his  prostrate  hopes 
with  apathy  or  cold  indifference  :  he  should  manifest  no 
stoical  insensibility  ;  but  suitably  feel  that  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  hath  touched  him.  While  he  mourns  his  loss,  he 
should  be  still  before  Gob.  The  consideration  that  the  Lord 
hath  done  it,should  quiet  his  mind.  No  one  may  reply  against 
God.  No  one,  for  a  moment,  may  question  the  fitness  or  reC" 
titude  of  his  conduct ;  or  indulge  the  least  suspicion  that 
there  is  imperfection  or  unrighteousness  with  him.  But  our 
feelings  are  too  often  at  variance  with  our  judgment.  It  is 
easy  to  prescribe  rules,  and  to  mark  out  the  course  we 
should  pursue ;  the  greatest  difficulty  we  find  in  complying 
with  these  rules — in  doing  what  we  know  to  be  duty.  But 
we  must  not  sit  down  in  despondency ;  nor  yield  to  mdolent 
sorrow,  or  indulge  the  expectation  that  our  afflictions  will 
work  for  our  good,  without  pious  efforts  on  our  part.  Our 
minds  must  be  deeply  exercised  in  religious  contemplation. 
We  must  closely  apply  our  thoughts  to  the  truths  of  God's 
holy  word ;  and  learn  and  practise  those  lessons  of  submis- 
sion and  obedience,  which  he  sets  before  us,  and  which  he 
so  powerfully  enforces  by  his  providence. 

We  are  now  called  to  notice  an  event  which  excites  both 
tender  and  strong  emotions  of  grief.  It  is  an  event  which 
presses  very  heavily  on  our  bereaved  Friend,  who  is  so 
soon  called  to  commit  to  the  tomb  the  dear  Wife  of  his 
youth.  The  poignancy  of  his  grief,  few  are  able  to  con- 
ceive ;  for  few  experience  the  same  trial,  viewed  in  its  pe- 
culiar circumstances.  In  his  grief,  parents,  and  brothers, 
and  sisters,  besides  other  affectionate  relatives,  have  a 
large  share.  O  death !  what  hast  thou  done  ?  How  se- 
vere is  this  stroke  ?  What  a  wound  hast  thou  inflicted  in 
the  heart  of  friendship  and  love,  by  seizing  as  thy  prey 
this  lover  and  friend,  this  intimate  and  endeared  acquaint? 
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ance  ?— But  the  Lord  hsth  so  ordained  ;  er  death  could 
have  no  power  to  touch  his  beloved ;  and  blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  that  the  believer,  though  now  a  fallen 
victim,  will  in  due  time  gain  a  decided  and  triumphant  vic- 
tory over  death  and  the  grave  by  a  glorious  resurrection. 

To  make  a  pious  improvement  of  this  mournful  dispen- 
sation, let  it  be  considered — 

1.  That  it  is  just.  Perfect  righteousness  is  to  be  inva- 
riably ascribed  to  our  Maker.  He  is  righteous  in  all  his' 
ways,  holy  and  just  in  all  his  works.  Even  when  clouds 
and  darkness,  according  to  our  apprehension,  are  round 
about  him,  justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his 
throne.  When  to  our  view,  his  ways  are  mysterious  and 
past  finding  out,  and  his  providences  are  a  great  deep  which 
we  cannot  fathom,  even  then  there  is  perfect  rectitude  in 
his  government  of  the  world,  and  of  the  individual  con- 
cerns of  all  its  inhabitants.  Every  part  of  his  plan  is  drawn 
in  truth  an  equity ;  and  those  parts  which  now  seem  to  us 
the  most  intricate  and  inscrutable,  will  exhibit,  when  bet- 
ter knovv'n,  his  consummate  wisdom  and,  righteousness  in 
the  clearest  light. 

Death,  in  every  instance,  is  a  righteous  appointment. 
It  is  appointed  because  of  transgression.  By  one  man, 
sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin.  Had  not 
man  by  disobedience  broken  the  covenant,  under  which 
he  was  placed,  he  would  have  had  eternal  life,  without 
any  of  ihe  evils  which  now  attend  him.  But  by  sin,  he  is 
made  subject  to  vanity.  It  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to 
die.  Death  to  the  wicked  is  the  execution  of  a  righteous 
sentence;  and  not  a  mere  debt  of  nature,  as  some  call  it: 
for  the  wicked  at  death  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness  ; 
he  dies  under  the  curse  of  God's  eternal  law;  God  deals 
with  him  as  a  condemned  transgressor,  who  deserves  to 
be  cut  off  in  his  sins,  and  punished  with  everlasting  des- 
truction. But  the  believer  must  also  have  the  earthly  house 
of  this  tabernacle  dissolved,  notwithstanding  he  is  redeem- 
ed from  the  curse  of  the  law.  If  Christ  he  in  you,  the  body 
is  dead,  because  of  sin.  Dust  he  is,  and  unto  dust  he  must 
return,  for  wise  and  holy  purposes.  But  there  is  no  un- 
righteousness in  his  death.  His  body,  like  the  leprous 
house,  under  the  law  of  ordinances,  is  taken  down  and 
crumbled  to  dust  in  order  to  its  being  changed  and  fash- 
ioned like  unto  the  glorious  body  of  the  Saviour.  And  while 
ilis  body  undergoes  this  process   of  cleansing,  his  immor- 


tal  spirit  is  perfect  in  holiness,  and  enjoys  unspeakable  fe^ 
licity.  To  him,  it  is  gain  to  die ;  for  when  he  is  absent 
from  the  body,  he  is  present  with  the  Lord. 

2.  This  dispensation  may  be  designed  for  great  good^ 
Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints.  It 
is  ordered  in  covenant  love  and  faithfulness  to  their  im- 
mortal souls,  which  they  have  committed  to  his  care.  The 
Lord  loves  his  children ;  and  therefore  he  takes  them  home 
to  himself  at  the  time  which  is  dictated  by  his  wisdom  and 
loving  kindness.  He  sees  it  needful  that  they  should  so- 
journ for  a  season  in  this  wilderness,  where  trials  and  dan- 
gers attend  them  ;  and  where  a  conflict  must  be  maintained 
in  opposition  to  sin,  and  the  world,  and  the  powers  of 
darkness.  But  death  is  mercifully  designed  to  close  their  pil- 
grimage, to  end  their  warfare,  their  perils,  and  their  sor- 
rows, to  deliver  them  from  the  body  of  this  death,  and  to 
give  their  souls  a  sweet  release  from  this  mortal  state,  that 
they  may  shine  on  high  in  the  robes  of  salvation  and  praise. 
What  sweet  mercy,  what  ravishing  love,  is  shown  to  the 
weary  pilgrim,  when,  at  his  Father's  call,  he  falls  asleep 
in  the  arms  of  his  Saviour,  and  awakes  in  his  likeness,  to 
rejoice  forever  in  his  glory,  and  sound  his  praise  in  strains 
before  unknov/n  ! 

The  same.afflictive  dispensation,  although  it  causes  much 
grief  and  naourning,  may  be  productive  of  great  benefit  to 
surviving  friends.  They  might  need  such  a  bereaving 
providence  to  excite  their  earnest  attention  to  vastly  higher 
concerns  5  to  teach  them  the  uncertainty  of  life  and  the 
vanity  of  the  world  ;  to  loosen  their  attachment  to  earthly 
objects  ;  and  to  lead  their  souls  to  Christ  and  to  heaven. 
The  stroke  may  seem  severe  5  but  no  more  so,  than  their 
everlasting  good  requires.  In  His  sight,  who  is  the  great 
Physician,  and  whose  skill  ig  infallible,  just  such  means 
may  seem  to  be  requisite  to  save  their  souls  from  death. 
His  wisdom  may  have  seen  this  course  to  be  necessary  to 
restore  their  souls  to  spiritual  health  and  vigor.  Let  his  ef? 
iicacious  grace  attend  his  own  means,  and  the  afflicted  will 
see  and  feel  the  evil  of  sin,  become  true  spiritual  mourners, 
and  so  be  prepared  for  the  comforts  of  God,  and  for  ever- 
lasting consolations.  Then  they  will  say,  "  It  is  good  for 
me  that  I  have  been  afflicted,  that  I  might  learn  thy  right- 
eous statutes,  and  enjoy  thine  everlasting  love." 

3.  This  dispensation  manifests  his  adorable  sovereignty 
of  God.     The  absolute  sovereignty  of  Jehovah  conveys  an 


unpleasant  sound  to  the  ears  of  some.  But  why?  There 
is  nothing  unholj,  or  unwise,  or  unjust,  in  this  sovereignty 
of  the  eternal  and  independent  God.  It  does  noi  consist  in 
his  acting  without  good  reasons  for  every  part  of  his  con- 
duct, or  in  his  doing  any  thing  contrary  to  the  dictates  of 
unerring  wisdom  and  consummate  goodness.  But  his  thoughts 
and  ways  are  as  high  above  our's,  as  the  hea'/e.is  are  high 
above  the  earth.  He  is  neither  above  nor  free  fi-om  obliga- 
tion to  be  holy,  just,  and  wise,  in  all  his  ways  :  his  absolute 
supremacy  gives  him  no  right  to  do  wrong ;  nor  can  hu  do  it, 
in  any  degree,  without  denying  his  own  infinite  perfection. 
Shallnot  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?  But  he  is  inde- 
pendent and  all-sufficient.  Of  him,  through  him,  and  to  him, 
are  all  things.  All  things  depend  on  his  holy  will  :  and  he 
doeth  according  to  his  will  in  heaven,  and  among  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.  He  therefore  acts  as  a  sovereign 
in  acting  according  to  the  counsel  of  his  own  will,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  own  infinite  wisdom  and  good- 
ness. His  motives  are  the  wisest  and  best.  The  reasons 
of  his  conduct  are  perfectly  satisfactory  to  his  own  mind  ; 
and  must  be  so  to  all  holy  beings  who  are  able  to  discern 
them.  But  in  how  many  instances,  do  they  lie  far  beyond 
the  view  of  creatures  who  are  of  yesterday,  whose  minds 
are  darkened  by  sin,  and  who  are  infinitely  unfit  to  sit  in 
judgment  on  the  Divine  conduct !  But  where  we  cannot 
comprehend,  we  are  bound  to  adore,  the  unsearchable 
ways  of  God,  and  to  say  with  holy  submission,  "  Even  so, 
Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight :"  or  to  express 
our  full  and  cordial  conviction  that  his  sovereign  pleasure 
is  according  to  goodness  and  truth,  by  saying,  "  It  is  the 
Lord,  let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good." 

God  manifests  his  sovereignty  in  the  removal  of  our 
friends  by  death.  We  must  resolve  it  into  the  counsel  of 
his  will,  that  he  calls  away  this  and  the  other  relative, 
■whose  continuance  in  life  is  to  us  exceedingly  desirable.  We 
see  one  person  removed  in  the  midst  of  an  active  and  very 
useful  life  ;  while  others  outlive  their  usefulness,  and  be- 
come a  burden  and  even  a  nuisance  to  society.  The  be- 
loved and  affectionate  wife  and  tender  parent  is  taken  away, 
when  to  us  it  would  seem  that  the  welfare  and  comfort  of 
her  husband  and  offspring,  as  well  as  of  other  dear  rela- 
tives, might  be  greatly  promoted  by  her  days  being  pro- 
longed. But  the  Lord  seeth  not  as  man  seeth.  He  sees 
ihe  end  from  the  beginning.     He  views  every  event  in  all 


its  connexions  and  bearings,  and  forms  his  determinatior: 
according  to  his  sovereign  goodness.     In  thousands   of  in- 
stances he  appoints,  he  permits  and  overrules  events  in  a 
manner  that  is  wholly  above  our  comprehension.     But  in 
exercising  this  holy  sovereignty,  he  only  does  what  he  will 
with  his  own,  or  what  he  clearly  sees  to  be  best.     And  who 
would  deny  him  this  right  ?  You  allow  your  neighbor,  of 
competent  understanding  and  judgment,  the  right  of  doing 
with  his  own  as  he  thinks  best.     You  claim  the  same  right 
for  yourself,  and  would  hardly  consent  to  be  deprived  of  it. 
With  what  propriety  then  can  you  dispute  this  point  with 
your  Maker,  or  refuse  him  liberty  to  do  what  he  will   with 
his  own  ?     He  never  touches  any  thing  which  does  not  be- 
long to  him  ;  he  makes  no  disposal  of  that  which  is  not  his : 
for  the  earth  is  his,  and  the  fulness  thereof  ;  the  world,  and 
they  that  dwell  therein.     Nor  does  he  make  the   leapt  dis- 
posal even  ©f  that  which  is  his,  which  you  would  not  per- 
fectly  approve,  if  you   knew  his  views   and  reasons,  and 
were  entirely  willing  that  he  should  be  God  supreme.     But 
even  without  knowing  the   reasons   of  his  conduct,  you 
should  be  still,  and  know  that  he  is  God.     The  due  consid- 
eration that  he  is  God  over  all,  should  effectually   dispose 
you  to  acquiesce  very  cordially  in   that  holy  sovereignty 
which  he  displays  in  the  works  of  his  hand. 

4.  This  dispensation  of  Divine  providence  enforces 
your  obligation  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness.  You  cannot  be  insensible  of  this  duty  ;  nor 
do  you  allow  the  thought  of  wholly  neglecting  it.  But 
you  have  so  many  other  cares  and  concerns  ;  your  time  is 
so  occupied  with  other  pursuits,  and  pursuits  which  in  them- 
selves are  lawful  and  necessary,  in  their  proper  time  and 
place ;  that  you  are  ready  to  plead  some  excuse  for  neglect- 
ing  the  great  salvation.  But  death  appears  before  you.  It 
cuts  asunder  the  tenderest  ties  of  love  and  friendship  ;  it 
dissolves  the  dearest  connexion  ;  it  separates  the  most  in- 
timate companions ;  it  spreads  a  deep  gloom  over  earth  and 
its  fond  delights  ;  it  opens  the  silent  mansions  of  the  dead, 
and  takes  from  your  sight  the  most  lovely  and  beloved  of 
our  race  ;  and  then  leads  your  thoughts  to  that  day  of  won- 
ders, when  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven, 
with  a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel  and  the  trump 
of  God;  when  from  bursting  tombs  and  heaving  graves, 
the  dead  shall  all  come  forth,  some  to  the  resurrection  of 
life,  and  some  to  the  resurrection   of  damnation^     The 


kingdom  of  God  will  then  appear  in  all  its  celestial  glory, 
with  all  the  saints  shining  forth  as  the  sun,  in  the  presence 
of  their  Father  and  Redeemer.  But  where  are  the  former 
things  ?  Where  are  the  riches,  the  honors,  and  the  pleas- 
ures of  this  world  ?  What  has  become  of  earthly  possess^ 
ions,  and  all  these  things,  for  which  men  labored,  and 
toiled,  and  lost  their  souls?  And  where  are  those  who  knom 
not  God,  and  obey  not  the  goipel  of  his  Son  ?  The  earfji,  and 
the  works  therein,  are  burned  rtp  :  the  zoicked  are  turner'  into 
hell,  where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenctted. 
With  such  scenes  opening  upon  you,  can  jou  seek  great 
things  on  the  earth  ?  Can  you  love  the  world  and  the  things 
of  the  v/orld  ?  Can  you  set  your  aifections  on  things  here 
below?  Can  you  neglect  the  iiingdom  of  God  and  his  right- 
eousness ?  Can  JOU.  slight  or  despise  the  saints,  and  soin 
hand  in  hand  with  the  ungodly  ?  No  !  you  cannot,  if  you 
truly  regard  the  admonition,  which  you  have  from  the 
chamber  and  bed  of  death,  from  the  tomb  and  the  grave. 
Obey  the  voice  of  Divine  Wisdom,  which  speaks  from  the 
eternal  throne,  and  you  will  be  wise  ;  you  will  consider 
your  latter  end  ;  you  Vv^ll  knov/  the  things  of  your  future 
peace  ;  you  will  mourn  for  sin  with  god'y  sorrow,  and  exer- 
cise that  repentance  which  is  unto  salvation ;  you  vv^ill  be- 
lieve the  record  which  God  hath  given  of  his  Son,  and  make 
humble  and  earnest  application  to  him  for  the  rich  bless- 
ings of  his  grace ;  to  his  blood  and  righteousness,  you  will 
look  for  the  pardon  of  all  your  sins,  and  an  inheritance 
with  the  saints  in  light ;  you  will  submit  to  his  authority  and 
obey  his  commands,  looking  for  that  blessed  hope,  even 
his  glorious  appearing,  that  you  may  be  glorified  with  him, 
and  forever  unite  with  all  the  redeemed  in  hallelujahs  to 
his  name. 

As  you,  my  dear  Sir,  the  bereaved  Husband  of  the  de- 
ceased, are  the  most  deeply  affected  by  this  mournful  event, 
so  your  religious  improvement  I  would  keep  particularly 
in  view  in  the  present  discourse.  The  greatness  of  your 
trial,  I  can  th®  more  readily  perceive,  from  a  somewhat 
similar  visitation  of  the  Divine  hand  towards  myself.  I 
know  in  some  measure  how  lo  sympathize  with  you  ;  and 
xvould  humbly  supplicate  for  you  that  grace,  %vhich  I  am 
well  sensible  you  need,  to  enable  you  to  be  such  a  mourn- 
er, as  God  shall  indeed  comfort. 

You  can  say,  that  the  Lord  gave,  and  that  he  hath  taken 
away  'a  good  wife.'  Forget  not  his  great  mercy  in  the  gift.now 


she  IS  removed ;  but  let  her  removal  Inspire  you  with  a 
deeper  sense  of  Divine  goodness.  She  was  a  lent  Lless- 
ing,  for  which  you  should  not  cease  to  praise  the  Lord. 

Kow  much  her  short  connexion  v/ith  you  in  the  dear- 
est earthly  relation,  may  contribute  by  the  grace  of  God 
to  your  eternal  welfare,  is  yet  to  be  known.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  she  felt  towards  you  a  truly  cliristiau  af- 
fection ;  and  that  by  daily  prayer  she  sought  the  salvation 
of  your  soul.  Have  you  not,  my  friend,  abundant  reason 
to  believe  that  she  ardently  desired  that  you  might  partake 
of  the  same  salvation  in  Christ  with  eternal  glory,  which 
she  hoped  to  enjoy  as  a  free  gift  through  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb  ;  and  that  this  was  her  fervent  prayer  in  her  last 
hour?  And  if,  as  we  hope,  she  has  reached  that  world, 
where  love  is  perfect,  how  much  stronger  may  be  her  de- 
sires, in  submission  to  the  Divine  will,  that  you  may  ex- 
perience surprizing  grace,  and  arrive  at  that  state,  where 
your  friendship  may  be  renewed,  be  perfectly  pure,  and 
never,  never  be  interrupted  by  any  circumstance  whatever. 
How  powerfully  should  such  considerations  detach  your 
affections  from  earth  and  all  its  scenes,  and  set  th«=m  on 
heavenly  things ! 

Your  beloved  Consort  professed  a  willingness,  in  health 
and  in  the  bloom  of  life,  to  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the 
fexcellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  her  Lord. 
Nor  has  she  ever  seen  any  cause  to  retract  or  alter  her 
purpose.  On  the  contrarj'',  how  much  has  she  been  con- 
firmed and  established,  as  she  felt  death  approaching,  the 
world  receding,  and  eternity  opening  to  her  view  !  And  if 
she  is  now  bowing  before  the  throne  of  the  Lamb  of  God, 
how  much  clearer  and  more  deeply  affecting  are  her  views 
of  his  glory  and  preciousness  of  his  sufficiency  and  willing- 
ness to  save  to  the  uttermost  every  penitent  believer  !  O 
that  you  may  know  the  same  Saviour,  esteem  him  as  the 
pearl  of  great  price,  and  most  cheerfully  suffer  the  loss  of 
all  things  for  a  treasure  in  heaven  that  shall  never  fail. 

You  have  had  other  trials  in  the  removal  of  your  kind 
Parents,  and  more  recently  in  the  death  of  a  dear  Brotlv- 
er.*  You  will  allow  me,  as  a  friend,  to  ask,  how  the- r 
things  have  affected  you  ;  and  what  has  been  the  fruit  of 
them  ?  Have  they  been  sanctilied  to  you  by  the  grace  oi 
God  ?  Have  they  purified  your  heart,  and  prepared  you 
to  serve  the  Lord  in  sincerity  ?  And  shall  the  present  alilic 

,  *  Dr.  Paul  Tenney  died  April  G,  1821  ;  Mis.  Siirtih  'I'ennej,  his  uiiV 
aied  Oct.  25,  1818  ;  Mr.  Kin!l7airi>!i(.ev,  their  ;;oa,  died  Aug.  IS,  139.2. 
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lion  pass  away  without  any  saving  elTect  on  your  soul  f 
How  painful  the  thought !  How  distressing  to  have  trials 
harden  our  hearts  !  But  such  will  be  the  alarming  effect, 
if  they  are  not  attended  with  renev/ing  grace  ;  if  they  do 
not  engage  our  hearts  in  prayer,  in  reading  and  medi- 
tating on  the  word  of  God  ;  if  they  do  not  make  us  more 
deeply  sensible  of  the  vanity  of  the  world,  of  the  evil  of 
sin,  of  the  danger  of  unbelief  and  impiety,  and  of  the  infi- 
nite importance  of  faith  in  Christ  and  new  obedience  to  his^ 
commands.  Our  afflictions,  to  be  truly  sanctified,  must 
lead  us  to  Christ,  with  penitent  hearts,  and  be  followed 
with  fruits  meet  for  repentance.  Should  your  trials  and 
sorrows  have  these  happy  effects  on  your  heart  and  life, 
you  will  be  blessed  indeed  ;  for  you  will  then  shortly  ex- 
change all  earthly  concerns  and  troubles  for  the  joys  and 
employments  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  May  the  Lord  Jesus, 
the  compassionate  Saviour,  give  you  his  rich  grace,  and 
comfort  you  with  his  presence  and  his  love.  And  may 
your  infant  child,  a  sweet  memorial  of  its  dear  Mother,  be 
carried  as  one  of  his  tender  lambs  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Shepherd  of  Israel,  to  whom  it  has  been  devoted  in  the  as- 
sembly of  his  saints,  and  be  to  the  praise  of  his  glorious 
grace  forever.  The  God  of  Abraham  bless  the  child  for 
his  name  sake. 

The  Parents  of  the  deceased  claim  our  affectionate  sym- 
pathy arid  prayers.  This  event,  my  respected  friends, 
must  give  you  peculiar  sorrow.  But  it  is  mingled  with  mer- 
cies and  consolations.  You  sorrow  not  as  those  who  have 
no  hope.  Your  daughter,  you  trust,  has  gone  a  little  be- 
fore you  to  the  heavenly  rest.  Let  the  mournful  dispen- 
sation meeten  you  for  the  same  rest  ;  and  soon  her  God 
and  your  God,  her  Saviour  and  your  Saviour,  will  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  your  eyes.  And  if  you  may  meet  her 
in  glory,  how  much  will  these  trials  of  your  pilgrimage  in- 
crease 3'our  endless  joy  !  May  you  indeed  mourn  for  sin  ; 
be  crucified  to  the  world  by  the  cross  of  Christ  ;  have  your 
conversation  in  heaven ;  abound  in  faith  and  good  works  ; 
and  you  will  come  to  your  graves  in  peace,  and  have  apart 
in  the  resurrection  of  the  just. 

The  death  of  this  affectionate  and  beloved  sister  is  to 
you,  my  friends,  a  very  affecting  and  solemn  providence. 
Jt  speaks  very  loudly  to  call  your  attention  to  your  eternal- 
concerns.  Your  sister  has  early  in  life  completed  her 
earthly  course.  Her  work  here  below  is  all  done  :  her 
great   work,  we  trust,  is  well  done ;  and  that  she  has  re- 


11 

ceived  a  crown  of  righteousness,  for  which  she  waited  a 
little  while,  through  the  Spirit.  Could  this  be  said  of  each 
of  you,  if  now  called  away  ?  Is  your  peace  made  with 
God  ?  Have  you  cordially  embraced  the  Saviour  ?  Do  you, 
through  the  Spirit,  wait  for  the  hope  of  righhousness  hy  faith  ? 
Have  you  godly  sorrow  for  sin,  and  do  you  walk  in  new- 
ness of  life?  This  is  the  life  of  the  righteous,  and  the  way 
to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  to  have  your  last  end 
like  theirs.  Thus  live,  to  the  giopyof  your  Redeemer,  and 
to  the  praise  of  his  boundless  grace,  and  you  may  assured- 
ly hope  to  enjoy  his  presence  in  a  dying  hour,  and  to  dwell 
with  him  forever. 

May  the  other  relatives  be  enabled,  by  Divine  grace,  to 
fix  their  minds  on  eternal  things,and  to  prepare  for  the  sol- 
emn scenes  which  await  them.  There  is  one  event,  you  are 
sensible,  to  you  all.  You  must  pass  through  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death.  Antl  how  can  you  do  it,  without 
fear  of  evil,  except  Christ  be  witli  you  ?  And  can  you  ex- 
pect this  privilege,  except  the  life  which  you  now  live  in 
the  flesh,is  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God  ?  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  Jesus  :  "  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life  :  he  that 
believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  he  shall  live. 
And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die. 
pelievest  thou  this  ?"  And  are  you  found- in  Christ,  cloth- 
ed with  the  robe  of  his  righteousness,  and  sanctified  by  the 
Spirit  unto  obedience  ;  then  you  wdll  never  die  the  death  of 
the  wicked  ;  but  you  vfill  sleep  in  Jesus,  and  be  brought 
with  hira  to  the  heavenly  paradise. 

Our  beloved  sister  in  the  Lord,  as  she  felt  her  change 
approaching,  expressed  m.uch  tender  solicitude  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  her  friends  and  fellow  travellers  to  the 
eternal  world.  Her  dying  exhortations  and  entreaties,  1 
hope  Avill  not  soon  be  forgotten.  I  beseech  you  all  to  pon- 
der them  in  your  hearts,  and  to  let  their  influence  be  seen 
in  your  holy  conversation  and  godliness.  But  she  mani- 
fested a  peculiar  concern  for  the  rising  generation;  and  lor 
those  especially  v/ho  had  been  her  pupils  in  the  schools 
which  she  had  taught.  By  her  request,  1  mention  this  cir- 
cumstance. It  was  her  desire,  that  in  a  discourse  at  her 
funeral,  I  would  particularly  address  the  dear  youth,  who 
had  thus  been  under  her  care.  1  comply  with  her  request, 
but  feel  unable  to  fulfil  it  to  my  own  satisfaction.  I  can 
speak  but  very  feebly  in  the  place  of  her,  who  felt  so  much 
afi."ection  for  you,  beloved  youth  and  children.  But  1  can 
readily  conceive,  that   she  would   wish  me   to  entreat  and 
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urge  you,  with  all  the  affection  and  earnestness  in  my  pow- 
er, to  remember  your  Creator  in  youth  :  to  love  the  Sav- 
iour, the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  to  seek  his  grace  ;  to  trust  in 
his  name  for  the  salvation  of  your  souls  ;  to  obey  all  his 
commands  ;  to  hate  every  sin  ;  and  to  live  always  in  the 
fear  of  God.  These  are  the  things  which  I  would,  on  her 
behf'lf,  most  affectionately  urge  you  to  remember  and  to 
practise.  And  may  God  deeply  impress  them  upon  your 
young  and  tender  minds.  Often  think  of  the  dear  woman 
who  was  once  your  teacher,  and  of  her  dying  request,  that 
at  her  funeral  you  might  be  called  to  consider  your  latter 
end,  and  to  prepare  to  follow  her  to  a  better  world,.  Re- 
member all  that  you  can  of  her  instructions ;  and  may  they 
be  blessed  to  your  salvation.  May  you  love  the  Lord  Je- 
sus in  sincerity. 

Let  this  dying  assembly  keep  death  and  judgment  in  con- 
stant view.  Your  mortal  frames  will  soon  be  crumbled  to 
dust.  But  your  souls  must  return  to  God,  to  receive  a  sen- 
tence, which  eternity  cannot  obliterate.  An  eternal  sen- 
tence awaits  you  from  the  mouth  of  your  Judge.  Has  eter- 
nity been  deeply  impressed  on  your  mind?  Have  you 
solemnly  felt  that  eternal  life,  or  eternal  death^is  before  you  ? 
And  ti.at  your  final  Judge  will  either  say  to  you,  Come,  ye 
blessed;  or,  Depart,  ye  cursed!  And  have  you  prepared  for 
your  eternal  state  ?  Have  you  come  to  yourself  ?  Has 
the  law  come  with  power  to  convince  you  of  sin,  to  de- 
stroy your  false  hopes,  and  to  lead  you  to  Christ  as  the  on- 
ly refuge  for  the  guilty  and  perishing  sinner  ?  Do  you  cor- 
dially approve  of  the  law,  which  condemns  you  to  endless 
misery  ?  Do  you  delight  in  it  as  holy,  just,  and  good  ?  Do 
you  long  for  perfect  conformity  to  its  commands  ?  Do  you 
loathe  and  abhor  yourself  for  all  your  want  of  conformity  ; 
and  go  mournii'g  before  God  every  day  under  an  increas- 
ing sense  of  your  sinfulness  ?  Is  Christ  unspeakably  precious 
to  you,  as.  The  Lok©  our  Righteousness  ?  And  is  it  your 
prevailing  aim  and  design  to  glorify  his  name  continually  ? 

If  you  love  the  Saviour  insincerity,  and  delight  in  the 
law  of  God  after  the  inner  man,  you  will  soon  be  gathered 
to  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect ;  and  your  eternity 
will  be  blessed  indeed.  Your  blessedness  will  forever  in- 
crease. You  will  have  an  exceeding  great  and  eternal  zveighi 
of  glory.  May  this  be  your  happy  portion,  through  the 
l>oundless  riches  of  Divine  grace  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. — Amen,  '        ' 
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Sketch  of  Mrs.  Te]S!Kev's  Character. 

Whoever  has  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  loves  the  scuJs  of  men, 
feels  a  peculiar  interest  in  their  depiirture,  ;ind  desires  to  know 
what  evidence  they  have  given  of  dying  in  the  Lord.  With  the 
Scriptures  before  him,  and  experience  of  divine  grace  in  his 
own  illumination  and  conversion,  he  knows  tkat  not  every  one, 
who  expresses  a  hope  in  the  mercy  of  God,  and  a  willingness 
to  dip,  is  prepared  for  heaven.  He  looks  for  scriptural  evidence 
of  a  change  of  heart,  by  the  exceeding  greafness  of  God's  power 
— For,  except  any  one  is  born  ngain^  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of 
God.  However  amiable  and  lovely  a  person  is,  in  the  view  of 
his  friends ;  however  learned  and  wise  in  this  world  ;  and  how- 
ever useful  as  a  member  of  society;  still  he  has  do  preparation 
of  heart  for  the  kingdom  of  glory,  unless  he  has  been  quickened 
when  dead  in  sin,  by  divine  povver^  and  made  a  ncza  creature. — ^ 
And  this  change  is  something'  more,  yea  vasily  more,  than  the 
seeming  penitence,  and  submission,  and  hope,  which  we  some- 
times witness  in  the  sick-chamber.  This  seeming  penitence  is 
often  like  the  morning  cloud  and  early  dew.  But  a  saving  change 
is  followed  by  a  new  and  holy  life,  a  peaceful  death,  and  a  glo- 
rious immortality. 

The  design  of  this  brief  Memoir,  is  to  exhibit  some  evidence, 
which  Mrs.  Tenney  gave,  of  being  a  subject  of  that  marvellous 
grace,  which  forms  any  of  our  fallen  and  goiity  world  for  eternal 
glory  in  heaven. 

Mrs.  Lucy  W,  Tenney,  the  third  daughter  of  Capt.  Peter  Cross 
of  Nottingham-West,  was  born,  Oct.  23,  1796;  veas  n'sarried  to 
Dr.  Daniel  Tenney,  Dec.  12,  1821  ;  and  died  Oct.  26,  18^2— 
nged  26  years. — She  was  lovely  from  h^r  youth,  being  of  a  kind 
disposition  and  amiable  deportment.  Her  mind  was  early  im- 
proved by  education,  so  that  at  the  age  of  aSmut  17,  she  ccm- 
menced  keeping  school;  and  foljowed  it  eight  summers. 

Her  dedication  to  God  in  baptism,  by  lier  parents,  and  the 
religious  instruction  she  afterwards  received,  were  no  doubt 
blessed  as  means  of  her  subsequent  seriousness.  But  no  abiding 
religious  concern  is  known  to  have  taken  place  in  her  mind, 
till  in  her  18th  year.  By  taking  occasion,  iVo.nn  the  sudden 
death  of  one  of  her  scholars,  to  warn  the  others  to  be  "  also 
ready,"  she  was  deeply  impressed  wiif)  her  own  frailly  and 
unfitness  to  die,  and  go  to  judgment.  The  words  she  addressed 
to  her  pupils,  returned,  with  divine  power,  to  her  own  mind. 
She  saw  herself  to  be  a  sinner,  justly  condemned  to  endless 
ruin,  and  was  distressed  for  her  lost  soul.  But  after  several 
years  of  distressing  fears  and  glimrae.ring  iiopes,  she  obtained 
comfortable  evidence  of  a  work  of  special  grace  on  her  heart, 
and  of  her  union  to  Christ  by  a  living  faith.  She  tlien,  at  the 
age  of  about  24,  sought  admission  uito  the  church,  and, way 
received  a   member  of  the  Prcsbvtoriuu  ciiuich   iu  her  nativu 
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town.  But  with  much  tremblinf  and  fear,  she  came  forward 
to  confess  Christ  before  men  ;  observing  to  her  mother,  that 
she  could  delay  it  no  longer,  hoping  that  she  should  not  prove 
a  stumbling-block  to  others.  She  also  remarked  (o  a  sister, 
that  she  felt  it  an  awful  thing  to  number  herself  with  the  fol- 
lowers of  Christ,  and  afterwards  live  a  life  of  impiety.  And, 
under  this  impression,  she  often  entreated  a  sister,  who  had 
professed  religion,  to  pray  for  her,  that  she  might  be  faithful 
to  her  God. 

The  profession  which  she  made  vpith  so  much  prayerful  so- 
licitude, she  was  enabled,  by  divine  grace,  in  a  good  measure, 
to  adorn.  By  beholding,  as  in  a  glass,  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  she  appeared  to  be  changed  into  the  same  image,  and 
to  trsanifest  something  of  the  life  of  Jesus  in  her  mortal  flesh. — 
Her  letters  to  intimate  friends  breathed  a  very  benevolent  and 
pious  spirit.  She  sought  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls  ;  and 
found  much  enjoyment  in  devotional  exercises.  She  was  much 
engaged  to  establish  a  female  praying  society  among  her  sisters 
in  the  church  :  but  she  did  not  live  to  accomplish  it — May  her 
earnest  desire  in  this  thing,  still  have  powerfal  influence  on  her 
surviving  sisters  in  the  Lord,  and  unite  and  engage  them  in  an 
object  which  was  so  dear  to  her  heart. 

She  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  missions  to  the  hea- 
then ;  and  rejoiced  to  have  the  gospel  spread,  and  souls  con- 
verted to  Christ. 

In  the  bloom  of  life,  and  in  health,  she  thought  much  on  death 
—remarking  in  a  letter  to  a  sister,  "  Soon  will  this  hand,  which 
is  now  devoted  to  your  service,  be  mouldering  in  the  dust,"  But 
she  was  cheerful  and  happy  in  the  view  of  death,  and  even  when 
her  health  declined.  Her  pleasant  situation  and  prospects  in 
life,  she  felt  willing  to  resign.  Her  affections  seemed  to  be 
truly  set  on  things  which  are  above,  where  Christ  sitteth  on  the 
right  hand  of  God.  She  appeared  to  love  and  look  for  his  ap- 
Hearing  and  kingdom ;  and  hence  the  things  of  this  world  grew 
less  in  her  esteem,  and  gradually  ceased  to  hold  an  influence 
on  her  heart. 

After  the  birth  of  her  babe,  two  weeks  before  her  death, 
some  hopes  were  indulged  that  she  might  have  better  health. 
Nor  was  she  fully  aware  of  her  danger,  till  about  two  days  be- 
fore her  decease.  She  then  asked  her  husband,  if  he  considered 
her  case  dangerous.  He  replied,  "  If  you  are  not  better  soon, 
you  will  not  recover."  With  a  smile,  she  looked  upon  him, 
and  said,  "  Well,  be  not  discouraged:  if  you  are  prepared,  the 
separation  will  be  short.  We  shall  then  soon  meet  in  heaven. 
Pray  for  yourself,  and  for  our  babe." 

As  her  sister-in-law  soon  after  came  in,  she  said  to  her,  with 
a  smiling  countenance,  "  I  shall  live  but  a  short  time.  I  never 
knew  my  situation  till  now.  It  rejoiced  me  when  my  husband 
iold  me  I  should  not  live," 
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When  asked,  if  she  felt  no  anxiety  about  leaving  all  that  was 
dear  to  her,  she  replied,  "  O  no — I  have  fe!t  anxious  how  I_ 
should  bring  up  my  child,  if  I  should  live ;  but  it  will  be  taken 
care  of." 

In  the  forenoon  of  Thursday,her  husband  asked  her  if  she  wish- 
ed to  see  her  babe ;  and  she  replied  in  the  negative.  But  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  child  was  about  to  be  sent  away,  she  re- 
quested it  to  be  brought.  As  her  husband  presented  it  to  her, 
she  laid  her  hands  on  its  head,  and,  with  uplifted  eyes,  and  an 
earnest  expression  of  countenance,  said,  "  Our  Father,  who  art 
in  heaven,  have  compassion  on  this  little  child.  May  it  belong 
to  the  household  of  faith.  Enable  the  parent  to  bring  it  up  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  May  it  be  prepared 
for  the  society  of  the  blessed."  She  then,  with  all  the  tender- 
ness of  a  mother,  kissed  the  babe,  and  saw  its  face  no  more. 

She  considered  the  poor,  not  only  in  health,  but  also  in  view, 
of  death;  and  requested  her  husband  to  bestow  on  them  some 
articles  which  she  named. 

The  members  of  the  church  who  visited  her,  she  entreated, 
with  affection  and  solemnity,  to  awake  from  their  slumbers,  to 
be  more  fervent  in  prayer,  and  more  engaged  for  Christ  and 
his  cause. 

She  manifested  a  forgiving  spirit,  where  she  thought  she  had 
been  injured;  and  was  earnest  and  successful  in  effecting  a  re- 
conciliation and  mutual  forgiveness  between  some  who  had  too 
long  indulged  wrong  feelings  towards  each  other. 

In  the  evening,  she  called  in  her  friends,  and  taking  them  by 
the  hand,  she  addressed  them  individually,  with  much  tender- 
ness, and  strength  of  feeling. 

Her  eldest  brother,  she  thus  addressed^ — "See  a  dying  sister. 
I  have  loved  your  soul  as  my  own.  I  have  prayed  for  you^ 
when  praying  for  myself.  If  I  have  wronged  you,  I  hope  you 
will  forgive  me.  I  can  forgive  every  one.  Your  voice,  that 
now  sounds  in  sacred  music,  will  soon  be  silent  like  mine.  You 
must  forsake  vain  company,  and  associate  with  the  godly.  I  am 
sorry  to  leave  you,  without  a  prospect  of  meeting  to  spend  an 
eternity  with  you.  I  know  not  your  heart ;  but  it  must  be  bet- 
ter, than  appears  in  your  practice,  or  you  cannot  be  happy." 

To  a  sister,  she  thus  spoke — "  O  N !  I  have  neglected 

you;  I  have  not  reproved  you;  I  was  afraid  of  giving  you  of- 
fence. But  be  not  offended  when  christians  reprove  you.  Never 

call  them  hypocrites;   you  know  not  their  hearts.     O  N ! 

remember  me,  when  1  am  gone.  You  will  go  from  this  house 
affected;  but  you  will  join,  I  fear,  in  vain  company,  and  forget 
your  immortal  soul.  Lay  aside  your  gay  clothing;  it  will  be 
of  no  use  to  you.  Take  the  Scriptures  for  your  guide,  and  the 
friends  of  Christ  for  your  companions,  and  we  shall  meet,  a  family 
anew.  %mhrohtn  in  the  skies.-'' 
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She  then  dictatetl  «n  KlTeclionate  messag'e  to  an  absent  brother^ 
in-law,  reminding  him  that  he  had  a  wrong  idea  of  religion,  and 
urging  the  necessity  of  a  change  of  heart,  of  regarding  and  ho- 
noring Christ  as  God  equal  with  the  Father,  and  of  receiving  in 
love  the  great  doctrines  of  grace,  if  he  would  hope  for  eternal 
life:  and  also  a  respectful  message  to  her  parents,  beseeching 
them  tc  live  more  devoted  to  God,  to  be  retired  from  the  world, 
and  to  set  their  house  in  order  for  death. 

To  a  young  man  residing  in  the  family,  she  said — "  Are  you 
willing  to  take  my  place?  I  fear  you  are  not.  But  fr.r  the 
weaUh  of  India,  I  would  not  take  back  a  single  step.  I  wish 
my  ivords  may  pierce  your  heart,  like  a  nail  fastened  in  a  sure 
place,  and  be  the  means  of  your  salvation.  Your  habits,  though 
good,  will  never  save  you,  without  a  change  of  heart." 

To  her  sister-in-law  she  said.^ — ''■We  must  separate.  I  enjoin 
it  upon  3'ou,  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  encourage  the  cause  of 
missions." 

To  a  brother-sn-law,  she  said — "  F~ — ■ — ,  I  har^e  been  w?th 
you  but  a  short  time,  and  may  have  done  you  no  good ;  but  you 
must  remember  what  your  pious  parents  said  to  you  when  they 
were  alive." 

To  aiiother,  she  said—"  P-— — ,  you  have  come  too  late.  I 
am  alrfiost  spent.     But  prepare  to  meet  3'our  God." 

To  a  cousin,  she  said—''  B ,  I  can  only  bid  you  fare- 
well.    Put  your  trust  in  God,  and  he  will  not  forsake  you." 

To  a  young  sister  in  the  church,  she  said—"  S -,  I  have 

said  nothing  to  you»  Your  profession  alone  will  not  carry  you 
to  heaven.     Pray  daily,  and  hourly." 

On  Friday  morning,  in  answer  to  her  husband's  inquiry  if  she 
lay  easy,  she  replied — 

"  Jesus  can  make  a  dying  bed 
Feei  soft  as  downy  pillows  are." 

The  night  following,  although  exceedingly  weak,  she  ap- 
peared to  be  much  engaged  in  prayer.  And  a  few  hours  before 
she  expired  on  Saturday,  she  repeated  these  lines  :— 

"  My  Saviour,  my  Almighty  Friend, 

When  I  begin  ihy  praise, 
Where  will  the  growing  numbers  end, 
The  numbers  of  thy  grace?" 
She  afterwards  fell  asleep,  as  we  trust,  in  the  arms  of  this 
Saviour,  and  joined  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect,  in  their 
songs  of  everlasting  prairie  to  redeeming  love.     Blessed  are  the 
dead,  who  die  in  the  Lord. — Reader,  canst  thou  die  in  this  man- 
ner ? — Ilast  tbou  been  born  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ? 


